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In reply to the July 21, 2006 Amendment After Final Rejection, in response to the 
August 3, 2006 Advisory Action, reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested 
in light of the following remarks. 

Claims 1-16, 21 and 22 are pending in this application. Claims 4 and 14 are indicated 
as containing allowable subject matter. 

The August 3, 2006 Advisory Action indicates that the claim amendments in the July 
21, 2006 Amendment After Final Rejection have been entered. However, the Advisory 
Action asserts that the Amendment After Final Rejection does not place the application in 
condition for allowance. In particular, the Advisory Action asserts that "Applicant relies on a 
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definition of the term 'pitch* which is unsupported by evidence in the record." However, this 
assertion is inaccurate for at least the following two reasons. 

First, as asserted in the Amendment After Final Rejection, the term "pitch" is 
described in the specification and is known in the honeycomb art as the distance between the 
center lines of two adjacent partition walls. (See the specification at, for example, Figs. IB 
and 3, and paragraphs [0071] and [0072].) Also, the term "pitch" in claim 1 is qualified by 
the word "interval." The term "interval" is described as the distance 4 or 5 in the specification 
at, for example, Figs. 1 A and IB, and paragraph [0027]. As shown in Figs. 1 A and IB, the 
distances 4 and 5 are between center lines of two adjacent partition walls. Thus, the term 
"pitch," especially when being qualified by the word "interval," is defined to be the distance 
between the center lines of two adjacent partition walls, as is known in the honeycomb art. 

Secondly, the specification does not have to explicitly define a term, when the term is 
well known in the art. The present application is directed to honeycomb structures, which are 
widely used in the automobile industry as filters and converters. In the honeycomb art, the 
word "pitch" is defined to be the distance between center lines of two adjacent partition walls 
of a honeycomb structure. See the attached copy of JASO M 505-87 "Testing Methods of 
Ceramic Monolith Substrates for Automotive Exhaust Gas Catalyst Converters" (testing 
methods). The testing methods is used as a standard in Japan. As shown in the test methods, 
the term "cell pitch" is defined as "average value of the distance between the centers of the 
respective cells within the requisite number of the cells to be measured." In particular, in Fig. 
1 of the testing method, "cell pitch" is shown to be the distance between center lines of two 
adjacent partition walls. 

For at least the above reasons, the term "pitch" or "interval pitch" is well defined in 
the specification, and is well known in the honeycomb art. Thus, the terms "pitch" and 
"interval pitch" are supported by evidence in the record. Therefore, the Advisory Action's 
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assertion that the definition of the term "pitch" is unsupported by evidence in the record is 
inaccurate, and should be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of the claims are 
earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



Gang Luo 

Registration No. 50,559 



JAO:GL/gck 



Attachment: 



Copy of JASOM 505-87 



Date: August 14, 2006 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 



Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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